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This first sec�on of the Pieterpad leads you from the vast, open landscapes of Groningen into the
quiet forests and heathlands of Drenthe. Star�ng in Pieterburen, a village known for its seal sanctuary,
the path unfolds through age-old dikes, endless fields, and historic villages.

Along the way, you’ll pass authen�c Saxon farms, windswept pastures, and traces of ancient history,
gradually entering the wooded heart of Drenthe. A perfect blend of wide horizons and hidden corners,
this stretch of the Pieterpad is an unforge�able start to your journey.

Route

Day 1  Arrival in Pieterburen

 
Travel to Baflo sta�on on your own. From there, a transfer will be arranged to Pieterburen (about 10 minutes). Upon arrival in Pieterburen,
check in at your accommoda�on. If you arrive early and have some energy le� a�er your journey, walk the 10 km 'County Hike' prologue! This
pleasant extra loop lets you explore the area north of Pieterburen and admire the expansive bird-rich Wadden Sea from the dike. 

type : Caminos  Self-Guided 

level :     

dura�on : 9 days

period: Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Nov Dec

code: NL49000

PIETERPAD WALKING

https://www.sloways.eu/camino-pilgrimage
https://www.sloways.eu/holiday-types/self-guided-walking-holidays-tours


Day 2  From Pieterburen to Winsum, 12km

 

A�er breakfast, start your first stage of the Pieterpad. Begin at the 'Pieterpad wall', take a selfie, and start walking! Along the way, pass through
the charming mound village of Eenrum with its late Romanesque church from the 13th century. Enjoy the vast, some�mes windy Groningen
countryside with its wide green pastures. In the village of Mensingeweer, admire the beau�ful windmill from 1855. Finally, reach your
des�na�on, Winsum, voted the most beau�ful village in the Netherlands in 2020. 

Day 3  From Winsum to Groningen, 23 km

 

A�er your overnight stay in cozy Winsum, con�nue through the Hogeland with its meadows, grain fields, and cloudscapes to the village of
Garnwerd, a great place for a coffee or tea near the Reitdiep canal. Walk further through the polder, over narrow bridges, and past red brick
farms. In Oostum, admire the village church on a mound. Follow numerous small paths along the water on your way to the historic city of
Groningen. Once there, you will pass through the Northern Park, along the picturesque harbor, the A-church, and the Groninger Museum. 

Day 4  From Groningen to Zuidlaren, 21 km

 

Start the day at Groningen's monumental train sta�on and take your first steps through this deligh�ul city. Just outside the city bustle, you will
pass two lakes, before you walk into the Drentsche Aa Na�onal Park. Stroll through the village of Haren, then through the Appèlbergen, and
later through the Noordlaarder Forest. Shortly a�er the forest, near the path, you will see your first dolmen. You are now in the province of
Drenthe! This first dolmen won't be the last, as there is another one at Midlaren, a short distance before your day's des�na�on, Zuidlaren. 

Day 5  From Zuidlaren to Rolde / Anderen, 17,5 km or 21 km

 

From Zuidlaren, head to Westlaren a�er breakfast. Then con�nue through the Schipborg estate to the Gasteren Dunes. In addi�on to the high
sand dri�s, you will find a dolmen here, not fully intact due to stone the� in the distant past. In the village of Gasteren, admire the beau�ful,
characteris�c Saxon farms. As you walk through the beau�ful Balloër field, enjoy the expansive heath, where ancient burial mounds can be
found. Part of this stage is on the so-called Hondsrug (Dog’s back), designated a UNESCO Global Geopark in 2015.  

Day 6  From Rolde / Anderen - Schoonloo,18 km or 15 km

 

Near the start of this stage in Rolde, you'll see two of the most famous dolmens in Drenthe. A�er admiring these megalithic tombs, con�nue
through the beau�ful Drentsche Aa Na�onal Park, an ancient landscape created by human and natural collabora�on. Walk through the
Drouwener field, a stunning area with heaths, forests, and fens. Here, Drenthe's characteris�c sheep graze, and you might even encounter
imposing Highland ca�le! The last stretch goes through a lovely forest area, eventually arriving in the village of Schoonloo.

Day 7  From Schoonloo to Sleen, 24 km

 

Leaving the Drentsche Aa via the Schoonloo forestry, you enter the Sleenerzand forests. During a deligh�ul walk, you will find a nearly 26-ton
erra�c boulder from the last ice age, just off the route. Further in the beau�ful Sleenerzand, you'll pass the 'Pieterpad monument', erected in
honor of its creators, and other historical sites like the 'Cel�c Fields' and the burial mound field the 'Galgenberg'. If you deviate from the route
slightly, you can visit Dolmen 49 before heading to picturesque Sleen.

Day 8  From Sleen to Coevorden, 22 km

 

Before leaving Sleen, one of the most authen�c brink villages in Drenthe, visit the restored village pump and windmill ‘De Hoop’. Con�nue
through the beau�ful Drenthe landscape with its typical farms and green pastures. Stop in the 'whisky' hamlet Den Hool or the nearby peat
village Dalerveen for a coffee break. If you have energy le�, visit the castle in Coevorden, which has a tumultuous history due to its loca�on
between the Hansea�c ci�es of Münster and Groningen.  

Day 9  Departure Coevorden

 A�er breakfast, this part of the Pieterpad comes to an end. 

Prac�cal info



Included

What is included

8 Nights in double room in ** hotels with breakfast
maps and detailed descrip�on of the i�nerary
Medical and luggage travel insurance
24h phone assistance
luggage transfer
city tax

What is not included 

Transfers to the star�ng loca�on and from the arriving loca�on of the tour
lunches and dinners, if not otherwise stated
visits and entrance fees - �ps
personal expense
everything that is not men�oned in the "What is included" sec�on.

Op�onal Services

These services can be added to the ones included in the base price of the tour:

Single room supplement
luggage transfer
cancella�on insurance
Parking
Ferry fees 
extra meals


